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POLITICAL MARATHON

88-day

citi
Gardena Mayor.Tanaka is

taking his bid for sheriff to
every municipality in county

" ByBrian Charles
brign.charles@dailybrecze.com
@-IBrianCharles on Twitter

In an age where political campaigns are
increasingly turning to social media and the
* Internet to rally support and cash contri-

butions, Paul Tanaka's hid for Los Angeles
County sheriff has an almost nostalgic feel.
The Gardena mayor and former Los An-
peles County undersheriff aims to campaign
in 88 cities in 88 days in hopes that he can
shake enough hands, attend enough commu-
nity events and efnbrace enough civie leaders
to defeat Sheriff Lee Baca, an incurnbent with
name recognition and a mountain of cash:
“The idea for the 88 cities tour came ont
of numerous conversations we have had with
Paul,” said Kelsey Eiben, Tanaka's campaign
‘manager. “He would often say that various
- residents from Los Angeles County’s 88 cit-
ies want different things from their public
safety officials.
“In addition, some residents do not real-
ize how the Los Angeles Cotmty Sheriff’s De-
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partment affects their city
even if they have their own
police department,

Tanaka, retired sheriff’s

Cmdr. Bob Olmsted and re- |

tired sheriff’s Lt. Patrick
Gomez have announced

-their candidacies for next

year’s election in June. Go-
mez could not be reached for
comment.

Since launching the tour
Sept. 17, Tanaka has been to
14 cities. His tour doesn't hit

- a eity a day for 88 straight

days, but it often includes
several stops in a single day,

- followed by a few days off,

“It eertainly helps that 1

“am retired from full-time
“work,” Tanaka said about

Squeezing in so many events
in such a short window of
time,

On Sept. 26, Tanaka's tour

-included three campaign
- stops. He met community

leaders in San Marino, pol-

- itieians in Temple City and

cut through thick plumes of

- smoke at a cigar fundraiser

in Monterey Park heid by

- the Los Angeles chapter of :

the Hispanic American Po-
lice Command Officers As-

. sociation.

Tanaka’s camp#ign has
all the digital bells and whis-
tles one expeets in a 21st cen-
tury campaign. His website
is updated constantly and
his aides are glued to their

. smartphones. But the move
-to shoe-leather campaign-
_ing this early in the race

plays to the Gardena may-

~or’s strengths. Tanaka is

quite comforiable putting

_his smile on full display and
- shaking as many hands as
‘possible. i

“I think it is important

for us. it's an opportunity to

. get out, meet people and let

them know we are running
and why we are running,”
Tanaka said. “I believe in
face-to-face meetings. I be-
Hoave in handshakeg”

- paratus to take down Baca.

B

Face time is as important
to the Tanaka camp as en-
dorsements at this point in

i the race. For example, the lo-

cal chapter of the Hispanic | ;
a ; figure range. In Baca’s last

: competitive race, the 2006
i primary, the sheriff raised
. more than $500,000.

American Police Command
Officers Association doesn't
endorse candidates, but
during Tanaksa’s visit, re-

tired Sheriff’s Department
Lt. Gil Carrillo, who heiped |
" capture the infameus “Night

Stalker” Richard Ramirez, -
stumped for the former un-
dersheriff in front of the
more than 100 Latine iaw
“endforcement agents,
“I was very supportive
-of Mr. Baca before, because
he represented change, but
‘right now it's time for an-
‘other change,” Carrillo said.
Like Tanaka, Olmsted is
making the rounds aeross

‘Los Angeles County. His
; tour doesn’t have a catchy

name, but it's focused on .
building a large enough ap-

“Right now (Olmsted)

*is mostly focused on fund- .
‘raising,” Olmsted eampaign
-manager John Thomas said
" Friday. “We need to have a |

war chest to introduce (QF- |
msted) to the voters to re-
mind them why we need a |
new sheriff.”
Campaign finance reports
won't be available until Jan-

uary, but Thomas, who hag
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Gardena Mayor Paul Tanaka is taking his campaign for
sheriff on the road, aiming to make stops in all 88 cities in
ihe county in BBdays. Since faunching the tour, the former
undersheritf has traveled to 14 cities, including Monterey _
Park where he attended a Hispanic American Police
Command Officers Association event Thursday.

‘been somewhat tight-lipped
:about his candidate’s fi-

nances, said his candidate
has raised cash in the six-

Tanaka's whirlwind tour
and glad-handing doesn't
seem to phase the Olmsted’

" camp.

“Bob doesn’t need to go

‘. on a listening tour to fix the
- problems of the department. ;
- He knows where the bodies!
_are buried,” Thomas said.

Baca won’t venture out on
the campaign trail anylime

soon, and don't expect him to ;
" launch a website for af least |

a month, says his campaign

' manager, Parke Skelton.

“He is awfully busy being

* . sheriff and the election is far -

away,” Skelton said. e
With the primary election
still eight months away, he |
said, voters won't pay much |
attention to the sheriff'srace

. antil next spring.
. “Formost voters, the cam- |
paign won't be engaging un- |
til the Iast eight weeks,” Skel-

- ton said. o
The sheriff’s campaign !
will ramp up shortly after
the new year, Skelton said.



Whﬂemuch attentionhas . o :
begn _pz}:d to SOCI?.I media | _ spraWﬁI_lg county also illus-
an digital campaign strat- | {rates one. of the Sheriff's
egiesafter President Barack | - Department most persis- -
Obama used those tools so ° * tent'p sblenis — handling
effectively in his 2008 and | jthe“_d_ispéiraté issues facing
2012 campaigns, elections communities that the agency |
are Stl:.ll won by estabﬁshiug o OVQTSEéS; :"::' W .._'_ E
name 1de_antiﬁt:.ation, geiting “You know what the most
the candidate’s messageout  jmportant thing in Malibu
and securing endorsements ! : is? The Pacific Coast High-
=fro.111,h1_ch1_ poliical heavy- | wayand the tragic deathson -
welgl USRI that road,” Tanaka said. . -

Social media is about . During his visit in Mal---

keeping, your, yaters in-  jou, Tanaka was peppered
formed and getting your  with gquestions: about how
: gmes;j.agg: lqut_to your loyal- - the agency could better pa-.

ists,” said })_ougiag Johnson,  * ‘trolihe highway thal inds
a fellow with thé Rose Insti-  ‘along. the coast, and 1S TOU-

tute of State and Local Gov-.,  tinely the scene of horrific ‘
ernment at Claremont McK- | {raffic aceidents. =~

enna College.

munity leaders and business _ |
people and figure this thing
out,” Tanaka._isa-id'.‘: i
" Hitting the campaigntrall. |
this hard this early is less " |

86 percenters. They don’t " |
concentrate on politics this - i

early,” said Hoffenblu n,who . [’
runs the Los Angeles-based T
_ Allan Hoffenblum & Asso-. |
‘ciates politieal onsulting. -

Grm. s e

«What Tanaka is doing is. R

: focusing on the_m:percgnt-}. _ \
 ers, because that's where - :\

, you gofor money and for en- "
dorsements. He is focusing
" on people who gotoRotary, .
- Soroptimists” and cham- -
“ber of commere meetings.
Hopefully, that ill lead to .
| money & id endorsemeénts.” " |
" Campaign financereports |
in the sheriff’s race won'tbe
out until January, but-the. |
; A oL

b7 4Baca has built-1 me-\
identification; the voters . :
“know ‘who. he is,” Hoffen- "t
" blum said. “Bvery candidate

. ‘who wants to run wants the"-
; name of ‘the sheriff on his
. campaignmailer” -t
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Tatiana Thibes had-a-

horrific childhood.
Should that become a
~ factor in her sentence
for burglaryp o

BYJACKL ONARD o

rapes started B

when Tatiana .
Thlbes wasa ch11d

; oo Herfather's”

sexual assaults beeame

_more frequent as she grew
Dider and were: accompa— P
nied by bestings and tor-
ture, sherecounted’ incourt -
years later. He used surveﬂ—

“lance cameras, she said, to "
keephera prisoner at’home.”
‘When he was arrested for.
stabbmghermthe chest, an |

- Investigationrevealed ¢ |
through DNA festing that
hehad fathered her three
chlldren R

. Aftertier father: WHS <

. Sentenced tolifein pnson
Thibes Spoke Gl overcormng
heér19-year ordeal by becom=

ihga: therapist:to help other
vietitns of sex abusé:

Bt fouriyears. later,the

-38-year-old recently ap-
peared inthe samedown-
townLogAhgeles court-
house where she oncetesti-
fied agginst herfather; this
time asa defendant :

Thibeshasbeen in court

“for multiple hearings while
judgessdnd prosecutors 7. i
decide what punishment e
she deserves. Shecould be *

- sentenced toprisonafter '
her conviction last year for
helpingthree gang mem-- .
bersburglarizehomesin -

- Tijunga. (The Times gener-
ally withholdsthe name of
sexcrime victirng, but .

‘Thibes wanted her name
used.). :
‘1knowImessedup.I
feél Ilke Iet alot of peopie
down. P'm ashamed,”

Thibes saldmarecent -
{1Qan Ahiven. AG1




-[Abuse, from All:

phone interview from jail.
. Cases like Thibes’ are a thorny challenge
| for the eriminal justice system, one that
" judges and proseeutors routinely wrestle

- with: How should the courts punish serious . |
|’ offenders who have themselves endured dif-

ficult or abusive upbringings? The prosecu-’

torwho tried her burglary case said he feels . ]

" torm as his office eons1ders an appropriate
sentence : 5

Y iek Carr a veteran Torrance p

. lice sex crimes mvestxgator was
“used to hearing harromng a
" counts of abuse, but even he

Thlbes was hvmg ina ’I‘orrmce apart
mentwhen shespoketo Carr aboutthe sexu:

o ready been arrested for stabb'
: 'V_egas _ -

o Ada.ms home with surveﬁlance camy
* monitarher movements and pmventher es-

cape. He tortured her by beating the soles of *: fee

i 'herfeet with'a wooden stick and covered her
o head with aplastic baguntil she passed out:

: At47, she gave birth to a child by him. By ;

) 24', she had had two more ofhis childie

“What this woman had to endure was un- _'

'speakable said Carr, now
. Pohce Department R

: sexual abuse charges. -
Lk At atrialin2009, Carrreealled Thibes’ fa-
: ther acted as his own attorney and teered at
“’his daughter during her testimony. He ac-

cused her of lying, but jurors convicted him - -

¢ of nore than a dozen counts of rape and
. ‘other types of sexual assault. He was sén-
. tenced to 109 years to life in prison. He had

also been” sentenced to pnson in Nevada in

; 'the stabbing case.

¢+ During the LA, ease, Carr said, 11: seemed
as if Thibes was harndling her life well. She
and her children had moved into ahouse in -

: Victorville with a boyfriend, and the couple

had & son together. Her children enjoyed -

- showing off their homework and school re-
ports to visitors.

In an intefview with The Times, Thibes -

(_ recalled taking her oldest daughtertoschool
‘'on her first day of sixth grade. She wasdeter-

.mined, she said, to give herkids the type of

normal childhood she never had. Bui the ex-
perience of raising her children also re-
inforced the horrors of her own upbringing.
She began pulling away from her children,
‘she said.

Some, as in Thibes’ case, turn to drugs oral-

“gohol, increasing their likelihood of ending -
“up behind bars.

Eighteen months after her father s arrest,

Thibes erashed while driving drunk on the

105 Freeway. Two of her passengers were
briefly hospltalxzed She was placed on pro-

‘bation.

" She broke up with herboyfriend andafter

her father’s trial started dating Adam Ortiz,

& gang member with a long eriminal record.
MonthsIater, Ortiz was sent to prison for be-

-ing afelon in possession of a firearm.

OnJune 1, 2010, three months after Ortlz 5
release from prison, Thibes went lmocklng

- on doors in a Tujuhga nexghborhood *I'm

here for an appointment with Sue. Is Sue
here?” she asked one resident who eame to
the docr, aecordmg {o court records. -

~After finding homes where no one an-
swered, Thibes returned to. her minivan

parked nearby. Ortiz, 25, and two other gang

members got out and ransacked ahouse.

Folice officers, tipped by a neighbor’scall,

responded and saw 'I‘lnbes speed off with t.he

- -ency court removed her children

: serve her sentence at a rehabili-
tatlon center where mothers can live with
their children eould help eonvince 2 depend-
ency court judge that Thibes should be re-

fter Thibes was jailed, a depend-

from her care. Thibes’ attorney, .
.Ron Seabold, said senditig herfo !

united with her five cthdren, who range in

age from 2t016.

Deputy Dlst Atty. Richard GaIleg]y who
prosecuted Thibes, said that by seoping out -
targets for burglary Thibes acted as “the |
face ofthis erime.” Shewas 3¢andtoockanac- -

tive roleina sophlstleated plan to wctmuze

others, he said.

But the horrifying nature of Thlbes hls—
{ory stands out, Gallegly said. He compared ,
her to victims of recent high-profile sexual .
abuse cases, including Jaycee Dugard, who
at Il was kidnapped in Scuth Lake. Tahoe -

and repeatedly raped durmg 18 yearsin cap- :

, t1v1ty




“She wasn't far off that,” Gallegly said.

. _*“We want to give her.a chance; but she’s in
"“her early 30s... When 'will she stand up amd

.take responsibility?”. -

. Gallegly said his office is wﬂllng to con«,-
i gsider allowmg Thibes to serve out her sen-
~ tenceina rehabmtatlon facx].lty if she is le=
L gallyehgible S
. ~Among the hurdles however, isa state, ;

: law that says someone who. commits a sen- -

o She said she regularlyt‘alks bx phon
~-herehildren. Recently, shehasbeentrymgto' i
- soothe her 5-year-old 'son’s: -anxiety:about,
' starting kindergarten. “T'he " children;  shy
- said, always ask when she is coming home
i Shehas stopped te]ﬁngthemit willhe soomn.™
i+ "Thibes 3aid she wantsher father to suffe
& behind bars rather than follow the exampl

.ot Ariel Castro, who killed himself i priso;
.. last monthafter bemg‘ convieted of repes

|_edly raping three Women he’d imprisoned
* his Cleveland house formore than adecade.
o #Eweant him to die nuserablymjail.Idon ¥
. want him to dxe and end h1s hfe that qumk,"j .
shesmds adi
i Spending time m L.A County _;aﬂ 'I'hibes
sald has given her time to reflect on: what
"-has happened to her and made her realize’
- that she needs therapy. She said many of the -
| womenin jail share tales.of their own abuse' :
. with her..She hopesto obtain her highschool
‘ diploma and one day write a book about her
ln’e S8he still wants to become a theraplst

_‘3‘ Jack__leonard@latunes.oom

Lo



_Fm ' cral woes, ot -

' abuse, are what ﬁnally
| cost the facility its -~
| L.AL County contract

By GARRETT THE ROLF

Sheran afoster care agency -’
" that was one of the most .

. clted by state mspectors for:
i lapses in care,” including -

3'casesmwh1chch11drenwere:-_' :
- beat.en, Tocked . in ‘thelr . "

- rooms for days or suh]ected:_. P

i to other mlstreatment

:|:state and county officials;”

' est private ‘foster. family . .
-agencies’ in :Los~ Angeles _ -
‘County, - responsible - for

“ability to ad-
o'njtor ) such_

iesin Ca]Jforma
5 . ‘For. years, state regi-
_1ators had flagged Wings of
Refuge as being af financial
- risk."The agency had accu-.
milated -$458,000 in delin-
) quent payroli taxes and was
g 131 han$2, million in debt,

Renee Monc1to Was a v
cormcted thlef a:nd forger.

- Yet year after year, the_if, _'
agency was. re-approged by

:"-:gromnglnt.o one of the larg- - - '

[See Agency, A8] - :



_ .[Ageney, from Ai] g
aocordmg to hcensul re- -

. cords:: i
AR fibountyofﬁclals acknowl-
" _edgetheywereslowtoact '

e _these kinds of situstions ex-
e _1st.and that we haven’t done
hing’ about it ‘koorer,” .
' gaid ‘Philip Browning, “who: ‘_
- was naried: director.of T.os
L Angeles Counnty's: ‘Depart: -
- __'_mentofCthdrenandFaxm]y.-
R Servmesm 2012to help Spuf - .
'-.'reforms
; Monclto : ngs of Ref—_‘..
: uge ’s.-chief: ",executlve-

. fehded’ her: record::and
‘blamed her.agency’s finan-:
e :c1altroubles onnotrecemng :
N 'enough govermnent money
. tocare for children. 'l have '
i gwen WayTHore than I have

- received,” she smd inare

'marmer ” Monc:lto said..

“'“I think it’s alarming that ::.

dex

“Los Angeles ‘Countyo

' olals sald they were unawaoé' o

“said: “Tf that person wo d_'
- have applled fora; county |
job, they never “wrould have a

personal bankmptcy Te-

cords show that in'1998 she . -
had $55:in savmgs ‘and was’

$85,000 in debt. Moncito .
fourided -“Wings - of Refuge
. that year and was awarded ’

{as-exempt status.

.The state Department of
Soc131 Services licenged the
agency to recruif-and super-
vige foster parents and it
gave Mongeito a waiver allow-
ingherto work in foster care
desplte her felony convie-
tions. “My crime wasn't
something that would im-
pact children-in an adverse

R _Thecountyhasbeguntg:'_
*ghift the nearly 200 foster:
chﬂdren from Wings of Ref- -

' ugeto otheragencies.
Lo Wings' termination,; ef:
. fectlve Oct:+ 3, followed

L questlons from- 'I‘he Times .-
© - about ‘Moneito’s: cmmnal"-_-3'

'hlstory ‘and’ the’ agency's "

: record ofphysicalandﬁnan

o c1alabuses : '

CiIn 1981,Mont:1to was con-* -

. .vmted of grand theﬂ: and

_ tune tomake money.”

job: And those Tulés should

L applyto these employees as.

well”: ;
ngs of Refuge greWJ

B qulckty eventually caringfor

mhorethan 1100 childrer over

' arecent three—yearpenod |

: Moncita::alsg! ‘launched

: other enterpnses a Wingsof.

Refuge branch in:Texas, a

! drug treatment program in
- LOS” Angeles and “a’tised-
" clothing business’ ‘that soid _

iterns tofoster children.

“State and county oﬂimals '_

had problems ‘with monitor-
mnggs finances. Officials

 gave Moncito many exten- ;

gionstofile mforrnatlom Bhe -

‘missed ‘deadlines, and the !
information she: submltted i
i often'was: incomplete or mis-

S . Jeading,’ accordmg to state .
: -glgfo]lowed her release, and '

' regulators
In- August ngs Was
‘cited by the state’ f,ormakmg
“false claims”to hide some of
the agency 'S ﬁnancml prob—
lems:

Trame I—Ilcks Who was &
Wings of Refuge foster par-
ent for nearly a decade, said
Moneito exploited-the sys-

temto make money off foster ‘

children.: :

“Wings of Refuge never
should have existed in the
first place,” Hicks saifd.
“They are poverty pimmps —

you know, people who sell :

out other people’s mlsfor-

PR




fromione foster hom

other. ‘She said her”

mayhave] beentoovi

reportmg comp ain
it;

. cidents, you wilt have more
mc1dents * she sa.1d. “My o

" dren’s ‘noses - and’ ahothe

- childrén were confined. to

their rooms for days ata’
" time, leaving only touse the.

“bathroom, accordmg to
. statereports. ¢

In one case, a state m—'
‘spector: found . four foster
children living. in a home
reeking ofmarijuana. Thein-
spector said she left the
“home without.con_ipletmg
the inspection or removing
“the children after “feeling se-
nuusly threatened” by an

. those of a foster parent who - -
" twisted and. pinched chil- .

.. ade. They can take years to...
' complete and ‘carry dittle or

‘& former foster youth ‘who
" "row leads the Youth:ILaw.:
. who ‘repeatedly: locked:ia
" small child in'the garage or
" butside oncold nights. Some

Center in San  Francisce,

said the cases established a .
pattern- of negligerice that

should have prompted:the
county to shut down ngs:

. of Refuge

“Why dldn’t t‘.he county
ever consider all these eases
to be & patiern of abuse?”
Rodriguez said. - ~Clearly,
this foster family agency was

not finding appropriate par-

ents and was not providing
the monitoring  that tax-

- payerspaid it to de.”

The financial problems

-a_t Wings of Refuge could

E how much troubleis lurking .
;out there;” Browning said, ..
"' He ‘said ‘the state and

county ‘have little idea what .

" the otheris doing. The state

is responsible for determin- -

ing when anh agency wolates -

its Hcensing requirements, .

but ' county ‘workers “fre-

. ‘gquently do not-have that in-
formation when they place :

children in homes: . :

In recent months, L.A
County has attempted to
step up enforcement by in-
creasing the frequency of fi-
nancial reviews and. doing

" more to 1dent1fy pattems of

abuse.
County supemsors this

summer canceled the con-

cuethemfrom&bumvehome' '
envxronments There 1s no

L His campalgn returned B
$L000 to Wings of Refuge af- .
ter: " receiving - questions

about it from The Times. It

is illegal for charities such as -

Wings to make po]mcal con-

tnbutlons :

garrett thergif
@latimes.com

Times staff writers Doug L
Srmth and Sandra . -
Poindexter contributed to
this report.
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ORE THAN 100,000 people are

"'County's jails - each year
| When. they arrive, many .of
‘them ‘are’ recelvmg health:
care beneﬁts through | Medi- Cal, the state’s

‘healthcare program for the poor. But by the '

time they leave, those mmates often have no

‘ healthcam coverage SR :
A That's had, and not Just for the mmates :
. but for socxety asa Whole When people leave‘ .

_]az.[ mthout medical eoverage, their aﬂments

often’ gn untreated and they wmd upinthe

emergency ropm with more expenswe acute :
* problems, The ultnnate cost, usual]y ends up
‘being eovered by taxpayers in any case be-

cause hosp1ta.ls can sign ‘them Up | for Medx-

Cal retroactwe]y What’s more, former jail in-

‘mates Who suffer from mente] health issues

pepulatmns in Fiorida and Washington,

‘wotild allow people who are-enrolled mMedl- :

) ‘Cal when they are sentto jail to'have their:
benefits suspended ‘rathier than terminated,
~which is what happens under current'law.
“The legislation would also permit counties to *
enroll those inmates who are not wvered by -
Medi- “Cal —but who are eligible forit —while
they are in Jaﬂ, to take effect when they are

releasecl :

- hooked - into - Los - Angeles .

| Medl Cal for ex—mmates

Jo~ggy Lo i sy

- The changes are sensmle and will increase

the continuity of care while reducing recidi- - |

vism, Currently, many people fail to re-enroll

. i Medi- Calwhentheyerereleased fromjall, |
;_'often becatise they are too i, mentally or i

physically, to namgatethe process.
~ The bilt could also help countles save
money . by providing local law. enfomement'

\- agencies greater ﬂe:nblhty in Hmnaglng their
srjail” populations, especially those ' inmates

who are meutally il but not eonsidered dan-

gerous In LA, Oomlty ‘an ‘estimated 15% of -
-mmates suffer from some form of mental -
ness and taxpayers spend about 3160 a day
" to house them — nearly. twice the cost of
_=_'hous;ng other mmates Tt more of those in-
:, males were "eovered, the county. mlght be
‘able o release them and dlvert them ta more
: - effectlve and less costly programs, -
" ‘and ‘ substance-abuse pmblems but. who
“dor’t receive treatment Are more hkely 10
endup backumaﬂ, aecordmgto studlesofjall- E

- 'What's more,. enm]}mg Jmnates m Medl

{Cal while' they are ‘detained would aliow
‘counties to shift-some costs to the federal
b .govemment Startmgm2014, the federsl gov-

State lawmakers have'moved to address -
The - problem by passmg AB 720.-The" bi]l."
- Medi-Cal, inchiding for pretnal inmates who
" are released on home detention and required
“to get treatment. Thet’s & sensmle approach

ernment will pay for 100% of the medical
¢0sts:0f People ‘who, are: newly- ehg‘ible for

that will help mdlyldua]s who dorrt reslly be-
long in jail get the treatment they need to
stay out of jail. No doubt; that’s one Teason
the Cahforma State Shenffs Assn. suppo ts
the measure.

Wemge Gov. Jerry Brownto sxgnAB 720
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The changes could

cost $89.8 million
over three years.

BY ABBY SEWELL

A year after a citizens’
comrission handed down
an extensive set of recom-
mendations for preventing
the abuse of jaitinmates, Los
Angeles County supervisors
voted Tuesday to pay for
many of the reforms.

The board unanimously
voted to authorize $29.3 mil-
lion for the first year of a
three-year plan that in-
ciudes hiring more man-
agers to oversee deputies,
expanhding training and in-
stalling more video cameras
in thejails.

The ¢changes are ex-

sected to cost $89.8 million

sver three years.

- The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department has
‘aced federal serutiny and a
rarrage of lawsuits over alle-
rationsthattherehasheena
»attern of inmate mistreat-
nentbyjailers and deputies.

The money approved

Tuesday will go to hire 130
taff members, including
nore supervisors in the jails,
ieutenants to oversee use-
if-force investigations, in-
ernal affairs and training
taff, and to instsll more
ameras to capture the ac-
ions ofinmates and guards.

Beparately, the board is
10ving to hire an inspector
eneral for the Sheriff’s De-

artment as recommended

y the jail violence commiis-
jon.

Supervisors Mark Rid-
1y-Thomés and Gioria Mo-
na have aiso proposed set-

ng up a permanent citi-

ang’ aversight eommission,
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Co ounty approves

but the proposal has so far
failed to get support from
therest of the board.

. Steve Whitmore, spokes-
man for Sheriff Lee Baca,
said of the measures ap~
proved . Tuesday, “We're

grateful, obviously. We ap-

plaud the board’s eommit-
ment to implementing all
the reforms, because the

sheriff said from the very be- |

ginning, when [the recom-

mendations} were first is- !
sued, that he couldn’t write |

them better himself”
The jail reform measures

were nearly derailed, howev- |

er, when the supervisors

reached an impasse over |
partsofthebudgetplanthat .

would fund it.
The supervisors were

.Slated to approve a $362.4-

million supplemental bud-

get, which included money |
for the jail reforms, a con- |
tract for 500 jailbedsat afa- |

cility in Kern County and ad-

ditional social warkers for |

the county’s embattled child
welfare department. .

In an unusual move, Rid- |
ley-Thomas and Supervisor |
D. Antonovich |

Michael
voted against approving the

budget, which requires yes |

votes from four of the five su-
pervisors,

Ridley-Thomas wanted’

to know how $75 million in
capital project and mainte-

_hance money would be di- |

vided among the five super-
visors’ districts.

“What is a fair formula for '

the distribution of those un-
allocated doliars?” he said in

" an interview after the vote.

“We ought to have a fully
clarified discussion of what

: the distribution of those re-
:sources are. We haven't had

that discussion.”

The failure of the budget
vote Ted Molina to exelaim,
“Just: like the feds, we have

1o budget?” and Supervisor
Zev Yaroslavsky called the
move to block it “tea party
esgue.”

Delaying funding for the
Jail reforms “would not have
beenavery smart thingtodo
with the Justice Depart-
ment breathing down our

necks,” Yaroslavsky said, -
The stalemate was short-
lived, however.
Attheendofthe meeting,
the supervisors came back
for a second vote and unani-
mously passed the budget,
with the eaveat that the
maintenance and capital
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" project money would go int

an account that require
three votes rather thari for

-to approve spending.

abby.sewell@latimes.com
Times staff writer Seems,

‘Mehta contributed to this
‘report.




